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We suggest you complete Activity 1 as an introduction to this
theme and then choose from across the remaining activities
to further enhance learning around the Impact of War in the
Sherwood Forest area.
Background Notes for this theme provide a useful underpinning
for the delivery of these activities. Background Notes are designed
for teachers, but if you are working with Y6 they might provide a
useful activity stimulus in themselves.
This session looks at change within communities brought about
by war. We draw a parallel between world events like war and
the recent pandemic. Teachers are advised to give this full
consideration particularly if children and young people in their care
have experienced a bereavement or loss.
These activities are designed to engage children and young
people in a positive way but only teachers can know if they are
suitable for everyone in their care.
Teachers are strongly advised to read through all of the
documents and supporting material to ensure they understand the
implications of each activity. Susie Johns from Sherwood Forest
Trusts’ project The Spirit of Sherwood has provided a rich resource
and references. Some of the material inevitably talks about war
with strong feelings and language around this theme. Again, only
the teacher can know if this material is suitable for use with their
class.
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Activity 1. How did the Second World War
impact the Sherwood Forest area?

Excite! An introduction. A film and discussion.
Communicate! Building an investigation. A discussion
and Mind Map.
Sources and interpretations. Developing our ideas.

2

Activity 2. What is the evidence of the impact
of the Second World War on Sherwood
Forest?

Excite! If I were a tree, what changes would I see. Prepare
and protect.
Explore and uncover. Examining the evidence,
introducing the changes made to the forest as a result
of the Second World War.
Communicate! Mural. Create a class frieze to document
the changes to the forest
In Summary. A poem to share thoughts about how the
forest changed?
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Activity 3. Keeping up morale.

or

Excite! Discussion around how people kept up their
morale during the Second World War.
Explore. Great ideas
Explore and communicate. Implement the best ideas
In Summary. When a plan comes together, building
activities to lift spirits into the timetable.

4

Alternative Activity. War memorials

Excite! What’s in a war memorial?
Explore. Looking at the evidence
Communicate. What has changed?
Celebrate. Celebrate our community?

Activity 4. a place of welcome

Excite! Exploring stories of Displaced People and how
they were welcomed into the community.
Explore and Communicate. What can children put in
place to welcome children into their community
In Summary. A welcoming classroom, ground rules.
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Activity 1. How did the Second World War impact the Sherwood Forest area?

Excite! An introduction.
A film and discussion.

Resources

Today children are going to find out about how War has impacted Sherwood
Forest. The focus of this session is World War 2.

Century of Change Impact of War
Impact of War video

Introduce the idea of local history and the evidence that can reveal the story of
how war impacted the area and the forest, in particular.
Susie Johns from the Sherwood Forest Trust has been gathering evidence on
the impact of the Second World War through the Spirit of Sherwood National
Lottery Heritage Project. Susie has provided the material for the Background
Notes. We have shared her references so teachers can explore Susie’s blogs
and other useful links. Her work looks at war from a different perspective,
instead of looking at what happened to those who signed up to fight, this
story is all about the impact the war had locally.
Key questions are:
• How did the Second World War impact the Century of Change and the
Sherwood Forest area?
• What is the evidence of the impact of the Second World War on Sherwood
Forest and surrounding villages?
• How has War changed the communities in and around Sherwood Forest.
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Meet Susie Johns of Sherwood Forest Trust
PowerPoint Starter
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Susie has provided a comprehensive video introduction to the subject.
Pause the video as instructed to allow time for discussions in pairs or small
groups. The film will introduce some of the key vocabulary and concepts
for this theme. Challenge children to record their paired discussions using
simple images and phrases such as the ones shown here: 10 Really Cool
Mind Mapping Examples | MindMaps Unleashed
Invite children to list the many ways War impact the area.
What are the key themes that emerge?

Communicate.
A discussion and Mind Map.

Resources

Working in small groups, use the Activity Mat to guide children and young
people through a process to find out what they know, what they think they
know and what they need to find out about the impact of war, building on
what they have learnt from watching the film.

Activity Mat.
Mind Map produced in Activity 1.

Invite children and young people to share their thoughts to plan an
investigation.
• What do they know for certain?
• What do they think they know?
• How can they check what they know is correct/accurate?
• How can they find out more?
This might lead to discussions about:
• The different people affected by the War for example:
Volunteers: Home Guard, Women’s Voluntary Service, Fire Guards,
Wardens, Medical Services
Those supporting the War Effort: the Lumber Jills and the Land Army
Displaced persons including children as evacuees
Prisoners of War
• The impact on the natural environment, for example, tree planting, building
of training camps for the military, Prisoner of War camps, using the forest to
hide munitions and tanks
• The impact on people both from the area and displaced
• Village life.

Explore! Sources and interpretations.
Developing our ideas.

Resources

How can the children and young people find out more?

Activity Mat.

This is an opportunity to look at sources and interpretations. Who might be
able to help with the investigation?
• Historians like Susie and Kevan
• People living locally
• Archaeologists
• Archivists
• Museums and library staff.
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Sherwood Forest Trust has provided a wealth of resources for teachers to use.
These include:
• Two posters from the Old Warsop Society
• A series of photographs from the personal collection of Kevan Pooler, an
historian who specialises in this period
• Susie’s list of references.
The images are great sources to bring the theme to life. The images have
been grouped for children and young people to look at in relation to Maps,
Identification Documentation, Personal Stories.
The images can be used to look at similarities and differences and as
inspiration for creative writing.

Susie Johns, Spirit of Sherwood References, please be aware of copyright issues where mentioned.
[1] https://edwinstowehistory.org.uk/local-history/war-years/war-memorial/
[2] https://susiemcgraw.wixsite.com/mysite/post/nottingham-courage-in-the-face-of-capture
[3] http://www.ournottinghamshire.org.uk/page/30th_general_hospital_of_the_university_of_
california?path=0p2p55p
[4] https://edwinstowehistory.org.uk/local-history/war-years/second-world-war/home-guard/ Warsop
Home Guard
[5] https://edwinstowehistory.org.uk/edwinstowe-civil-defence-team/
[6] Warsop map
[7] https://edwinstowehistory.org.uk/local-history/war-years/second-world-war/edwinstowe-air-crash
[8] https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/about-us/our-history
[9] https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/89/a2663589.shtml https://www.bbc.co.uk/
history/ww2peopleswar/stories/24/a3059624.shtml
[10] https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/91/a3994491.shtml
[11] https://susiemcgraw.wixsite.com/mysite/post/the-game-must-go-on-notts-rugby-football-club-in-worldwar-ii Warsop cricket pic
[12] https://susiemcgraw.wixsite.com/mysite/post/government-funded-food-communal-kitchens-in-ww2
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/blog/history/british-restaurants
[13] https://www.ourmansfieldandarea.org.uk/content/new-contributions/the-british-restaurant-doesanyone-remember-these
[14] Warsop documentation sheet
[15] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sr0oMytLM-o
[16] http://www.mercian-as.co.uk/sfapworldwartwo.html
[17] From “A Celebration of Kings Clipstone: 1000 Years of History” Jane Bealby et al
[18] https://susiemcgraw.wixsite.com/mysite/post/international-women-s-day-celebrating-the-women-ofwartime-sherwood
[19] Lumber Jills Edna Barton Pictures
[20] http://www.mercian-as.co.uk/sfapworldwartwo.html plus report from SoWS Project tb completed
[21] https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/clumber-park/features/classified-operation-clumber-park
[22] https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/manuscriptsandspecialcollections/exhibitions/online/
war,womensurvival/foodrationing.aspx
[23] http://www.dukeswoodoilmuseum.com
[24] Archaeology to be added from Mercian
[25] https://edwinstowehistory.org.uk/local-history/war-years/second-world-war/prisoners-of-war/
[26] 633 Broughton Document
[27] https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/postwar-refugees/timeline/index.aspx
[28] More to follow about this following meeting with Kevin Pooler and work re. POWs and DPs/Refugees –
need permission to use his pics!
[29] http://www.ukrainiansintheuk.info/eng/01/evw-e.htm
[30] https://edwinstowehistory.org.uk/local-history/war-years/second-world-war/prisoners-of-war/
[31] https://susiemcgraw.wixsite.com/mysite/post/all-soul-s-day-at-newark-cemetery-a-local-legacy-of-ww2
[33] http://www.nottsheritagegateway.org.uk/people/polishcommunity.htm
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Aerial photo of Little Carlton Camp showing hut layout – War era photo
Image with thanks to Kevan Pooler and the subject’s families

Map marking locations of billets and camps as of 1945
Image with thanks to Kevan Pooler and the subject’s families
How is this similar or different to the map provided by the Old Warsop Society? What does this map show?
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identification documents

What are these documents?
What do they tell us about Wartime?
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POW ID card, Italian
Image with thanks to Kevan Pooler and the subject’s families

POWs were provided with cards to send home to reassure their families they were safe. Same was done
for British soldiers held abroad, see blog (https://susiemcgraw.wixsite.com/mysite/post/nottinghamcourage-in-the-face-of-capture)
Image with thanks to Kevan Pooler and the subject’s families
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personal stories
Changing community, welcoming displaced people and former POWs.

Italian ex-POW settled as a farrier and blacksmith post-war
Image with thanks to Kevan Pooler and the subject’s families

Edwinstowe FC goalkeeper in 1950s was a settled German ex-POW who married a local
Image with thanks to Kevan Pooler and the subject’s families
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Wedding in 1953 of Italian ex-POW community – 4 and their families shown here
Image with thanks to Kevan Pooler and the subject’s families

Ivan and Violet

Ukrainian Displaced Person marrying and settling post-war
Image with thanks to Kevan Pooler and the subject’s families
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Activity 2. What is the evidence of change?

Excite!
If I were a tree, in times of war, what would I see?

Resources

In the video, Susie talks about all the ways Sherwood Forest changed during
the Second World War. Some of the trees in Sherwood Forest live for 1000
years. What would the trees have seen during this period of war?

Impact of War Video

Changes relate to:
• People who lived in the area going away to fight or volunteering
• People joining the armed forces and coming to Sherwood Forest for
training
• People who came to the area some for safety e.g. evacuees, or Displaced
Persons and some as Prisoners of War.
• Changes to the types of trees planted in the forest
• Buildings and camps appearing in the forest
• Testing of military equipment
• Hiding Military equipment.

Explore.
What changes were made to the forest and communities of
Sherwood Forest?
Invite the children and young people to create a frieze showing the changes
to the forest. This doesn’t have to be hugely detailed, just doodles to capture
thoughts. There are lots of photographs children can use for reference if
they choose. Create your own list, the suggestions below are starters. Invite
children and young people to link their drawings, maybe put drawings inside
other drawings.
Start with an oak tree.
Many oak trees were cut down to meet the need for wood in the First World
War. There is a saying that oak trees take 300 years to grow, 300 years to
flourish and 300 years to die. As they were cut down for wood, it became
clear that faster growing, straighter trees would be needed to fill the demand
for wood. Pines and conifers were planted in Sherwood Forest to meet the
increasing need for wood for mine shaft props or telegraph poles or railway
sleepers. Now the forest has either very old or young oak trees, there are no
middle-aged oaks.
The Lumber Jills and Land Army came to the area to help the war effort.
The Military came to the area to train and test tanks, and to hide military
equipment which they disguised using camouflage netting and corrugated
iron.
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Resources

Large pieces of paper to share to create a
frieze, crayons pens
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Excite!
If I were a tree, in times of war, what would I see?

Resources

They create Prisoner of War camps. Prisoners of War came from Italy and
Germany.
Some carved wooden figures to sell at the local markets.
Displaced Persons also came to the forest after the war as they had no safe
place to call home. They made new lives in the area.
When children and young people have captured these changes as images,
ask them to write down any words that come to mind. They can write phrases,
literally describing what they have drawn or they can jot down their thoughts.
Working in groups gather the lines into a poem.
Create a first draft before refining.
Think about the structure of the poem, would children and young people like
the poem to rhyme, to sound neat or to be a bit more chaotic?
In Susie’s blog there are examples of poems written by soldiers. These may be
used as examples if teachers feel they are suitable for all children and young
people in their classes. https://susiemcgraw.wixsite.com/mysite/post/
soldier-s-graffiti-inspiring-poetry

3

Activity 3. the impact of war.

Communicate.
Keeping up morale.

Resources

In the film Susie talks about the Government being very aware of the need to
keep morale high during the war.

Impact of War Video

Although food was in short supply and rationed the government created
restaurants. There was also the Dig for Victory Campaign where people
turned their gardens into small holdings where they would grow their own
fruit and vegetable.
Sport was important too for health and wellbeing.
Both soldiers and civilians were inspired to write poetry.
We’ve all recently been through a very strange time which has been hard for a
lot of people. At the start of the Pandemic some people started to panic buy
as they feared some goods would be in short supply and there was even talk
of rationing but fortunately this wasn’t necessary.
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People like Joe Wicks stepped up to be the nation’s PE teacher. He
recognised the need to keep people’s spirits up. He believes very strongly
that exercise can make people feel better. So he had an idea for everyone to
start everyday with 30 minutes of exercise.

Whiteboard or flipchart paper, pens

School was not as it used to be. These changes in our lifetime were due to
world events that were out of our control.
In difficult times it’s easy to feel powerless but there are lots of things we can
do to feel better and take some control of our everyday lives.
What can we do to generate a good spirit for our community, help our
wellbeing? What worked for children and young people in lock down? What
works for them now?
What might they try? Ideas might include:
• Spending time outdoors
• School gardens
• Learning how to cook
• Playing games
• Listening bench
• Exercise (a school marathon,each child or young person runs a mile so the
class achieves a marathon by joint effort)
• Doing something to help other people, fundraising, being kind,
empathising.
• Being aware of our thoughts and how these affect our feelings.
Invite children and young people to offer wellbeing activities for their school
or community.

Explore.
Great ideas to lift our spirits.

Resources

Invite children and young people to come up with suggestions.

Whiteboard or flipchart paper, pens

All are valid so without comment/judgement list of all of the ideas to improve
the morale or community spirit.
Organise the suggestions into themes or types of activity.
Are there any activities that are:
• Easy to implement and can be done straightaway?
• Which might take longer or more resources.
Can the class agree on a plan to help keep morale high in school/in the
community?
You could use a priority matrix to sort ideas.
the x axis range is: from difficult to implement - easy to implement
the y axis range is: from can be done now - will take more time.
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When a plan comes together.

Resources

Create a wellbeing timetable for the class. Build in activity to improve mood
and build community spirit.

Whiteboard or flipchart paper, pens
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Activity 4. a place of welcome. How has war changed the communities in and
around Sherwood Forest?

Excite! Representing places.
Exploring maps and tracks.

Resources

Although many POWs returned to their home countries at the end of the War,
around 25,000 Germans and 100,000 Italians settled and stayed in Britain
instead.

Download Historic England Map Packs for
each school https://centuryofchange.org/
natural-environment/

After the War, Nottinghamshire welcomed people facing difficulties
including;

Historic England can support this session
and the school can take part in the Heritage
Schools programme.

Displaced Persons (DPs)
Towards the end of the War and immediately after it ended, many people
in Europe found themselves without a home or unable to return to their
countries. Some people were in danger of being captured or hurt because of
politics or changes to the rules; others had no homes or jobs to go to because
their communities had been damaged in the conflict. Many were released
Prisoners of War, people who had survived being in concentration or slave
labour camps, or evacuees. These were called Displaced Persons (DPs). The
Allied governments, including Britain, wanted to help them to find permanent
new homes across the world and needed to keep them safe while they found
long-term solutions. Once the War had ended and the German and Italian
POWs had been sent home, many Prisoner of War camps were adapted to
house Displaced Persons instead.
European Volunteer Workforce
Other people from Europe also needed support after the War because
their communities had been disrupted by the conflict and they had no work
nor money. In Britain there was a shortage of people to fill job roles such as
farming and mining because so many men had been lost in both the First and
Second World Wars. The British Government invited people from Europe,
mainly Latvia, Poland and Ukraine, to come to Britain to create the European
Volunteer Workforce (EVW). In Sherwood Forest there are memories of EVW
workers housed in the DP camps as well as on farms and country estates
such as the five men in Edwinstowe who were housed in a Stable Flat on the
Thoresby Estate when the huts on the DP camp became too run down to live
in.
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Explore.

Resources

During and just after the Second World War, Nottinghamshire welcomed
people from all over the world to settle and be part of its communities.
How we welcome people is very important. Think about how welcome
children and young people might feel in different settings, maybe visiting a
museum, or a formal event.
How are children and young people welcomed when they start at school at a
different time to other children?
How might they feel coming into a class where everyone knows each other
and has friends?
Invite the children and young people to think about how they welcome
children into their community.
What can they do to make children and young people feel welcome?
Invite the children and young people to think about small changes they can
make that would make a big difference to how they welcome children and
young people to their class.

Communicate.
A welcoming classroom.

Resources

Invite the children and young people to create their ground rules for a
welcoming classroom.

or

Activity option. what is the evidence of change?

War memorials.

Resources

Before you start…
This session looks at change within communities. An obvious example
of a change brought about by war is a war memorial. War memorials are
inextricably linked to death, loss and grief. Teachers are advised to give this
full consideration particularly if children in their care have experienced a
bereavement or loss.
These activities are designed to engage children and young people in a
positive way but only teachers can know if they are suitable for all of the
children in their class.
Teachers are strongly advised to read through all of the documents and
supporting material to ensure they understand the implications of each
activity.
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If teachers decide to visit a war memorial, encourage the children and young
people to reflect on the people who are commemorated and what the
memorial means to the families and the wider community.
War memorials were largely created as the only focal point for grief for people
who lost family members and friends in the First or Second World Wars
so they have emotional as well as historic significance to local people. It is
important that any groups visiting behave respectfully.
Children and young people should know that it is fine to touch a war
memorial but respectful behaviour means:
• No climbing, sitting or standing on the memorial
• No treading on planting, knocking things over, or leaving litter
• No inappropriate comments.
Running and shouting near a war memorial can also be viewed as
disrespectful behaviour.
Before the visit please explain to children and young people that many of the
war memorials are up to 100 years old and can be fragile.
There are lots of ‘No’s’ in the above list. Rather than telling children and young
people what they must not do, it may be preferable for teachers to discuss
appropriate behaviour with children and young people prior to a visit and ask
the children and young people to come up with their own set of rules which
can be added to if necessary.

Explore and uncover.
Examining the evidence.

Resources

Researching a war memorial
Either using photographs, images from Susie John’s Blog https://
susiemcgraw.wixsite.com/mysite/post/lumber-jills-and-land-girls
or on a visit to a local war memorial, ask children and young people to look
carefully at the memorial.
What do they notice about it?
Focus on different features such as:
• Words
• Names
• Dates
• Symbols
• Different materials.
Give them time to look at the memorial.
There are many types of war memorial and their attention may be drawn to
different aspects of their local war memorial.
Some are very elaborate; others are simple, just plaques for example.
Some have sculptures strongly related to the military, e.g. of soldiers; others
have religious or other symbols with links to mourning.
Some contain names and inscriptions, prayers or verses; others can be quite
plain.
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What are the features of the local war memorial?
• What is it made of?
• Can they read the words?
• Can they read the names? Do they recognise any of the surnames?
• Are the names of men or women or both?
• Are there any dates on the memorial?
• Are there any symbols?
• What do these symbols mean?
• Ask children and young people to look for dates on the memorial. What
do the dates tell them?
• Can they read the words on the memorial? There will be names but there
may also be other words, verses, prayers or even Latin mottoes.
Ask them to make a note of what they see.
• They can sketch the memorial.
• They can also take photographs of the memorial.
• How do they feel when they look at the memorial?
• How do they think people would have felt when the memorial was first
created?
If there is time, talk about the setting of the war memorial. Is it in a busy
place? Is it in a park? Communities often decided where to put the war
memorial. Some wanted it to be in a very public place but others found
this physical representation of loss too difficult to look at every day so many
memorials are in parks, where grieving families could choose to visit them.
If visiting a war memorial, ask children and young people to look out from
the war memorial, to look at the setting.
• What can the see?
• Is the war memorial in a busy place? Is it in a park? Is it in a church yard?
• Do they think the setting will have changed since the war memorial was
first created?

Communicate.
What has changed?

Resources

If they looked out from the war memorial nearly 100 years ago what do they
think they would have seen and what do they think would not have been
there? This might be difficult for very young children so perhaps focus on
very obvious things like lots of cars, modern shops, modern playgrounds,
young trees and plants.
There are many clues that give away the age of a location.
Surfaces of buildings: cladding might point to a new building, stone or brick
may be much older.
Brickwork: are the bricks new, are they worn, are they straight and uniform
or a bit uneven?
Windows: plastic window frames probably mean a new building, lead or
stained glass might indicate an older building.
Ground: What sorts of materials are in the ground? Cobble stones, flag
stones, tarmac, road markings etc?
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Are buildings in the surrounding area similar or different? Do they look like
they were built at the same time? Do some buildings look more important
than others?
How can children and young people decide if buildings are old or new?
Some buildings have dates but others might just look newer. Why?
Older children and young people may identify other clues such as street
furniture, traffic, shop signs etc.

Celebrate.
Our community.

Resources

Back at school look at the maps of the area. These will provide evidence of
how the area has changed since the war memorial was put in place.

Historic England Map Pack
https://centuryofchange.org/naturalenvironment/

What are the main changes children and young people can identify?
Paper, pens,
art materials.

What is similar or different?
What do these changes tell them about their community?
Invite children and young people to create a piece of artwork or an
installation to celebrate their community today.
•
•
•
•

What would they include?
What are the key messages?
Are there any groups of people who should be celebrated?
How will they create their celebration artwork?
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