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Century of Change Day - mines

We suggest you complete Activity 1 as an introduction to this 
theme and then choose from across the remaining activities to 
further enhance learning around Mining in Sherwood Forest.

Background Notes for this theme provide a useful underpinning 
for the delivery of these activities. Background Notes are designed 
for teachers, but if you are working with Y6 they might provide a 
useful activity stimulus in themselves.

1 Activity 1. Why were there so many 
mines in the Sherwood Forest area? 
An introduction.

Excite. An introduction. A film and discussion.
Communicate! Building an investigation.  A 
discussion and Mind Map.
Sources and interpretations. Developing our ideas.

2 Activity 2. Investigating mines. 
Handling objects to find out more.

Excite! Object Handling. Prepare and protect.
Explore and uncover. Examining the evidence.
Communicate! Our favourite object. An adjective 
challenge.
Timeline. A conversation about development.
In Summary. How do the objects help to answer the 
enquiry questions?

3 Activity 3. Why were there so many mines 
in the Sherwood Forest area? Using maps to 
find out more.

Excite! Representing places. Exploring maps and 
tracks.
Explore. Mapping the evidence of today. 
Explore and communicate. Mapping the evidence 
from a century ago.
In Summary. Why maps matter.

4 What was it like to work in the 
mines? Using photographs to find out 
more.

Excite! Exploring stories through photographs.
Explore and Communicate. Poetic imaginings.
In Summary. More poetry please.

5 What impact did the mines have on the area? 
Finding out more using explanatory guides.

Excite! What’s in a guide? Exploring villages.
Explore. What do buildings tell us about Mining 
communities?
Communicate.  Match the maps.
Communicate and create. Design a guide for your 
own village. 
In Summary. A trail and a tale soundtrack. 
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1 Activity 1. Why were there so many mines in the Sherwood Forest area?

Excite! An introduction.
A film and discussion.

Resources

Welcome the children and young people to the classroom by inviting them to 
crawl under two desks placed at right angles, covered in a dark sheet. 

Invite the children and young people to explain how it felt to crawl through a 
low dark space and why you might have asked them to come into the class in 
this way.

Today children and young people are going to find out about the history of 
mines in the Sherwood Forest area through the Century of Change from 1850 
to 1950.

Just before the Century of Change, up to 1842, children as young as five used 
to work in mines.

Introducing Century of Change. 
Introduce the idea of local history and the evidence that can reveal the story of 
how mines impacted the area. 

Use the video to introduce Dr David Amos (0.00) to find out:
• Why there were so many mines in and around the area of the Sherwood 

Forest Old Hunting Ground (Video timing ref 2.00)
• What it was like to work in the mines (Video timing  ref 3.00)
• What impact the mines had on the environment (Video timing ref 6.45)

Pause the video as instructed to allow time for discussions in pairs or small 
groups. The film will introduce some of the key vocabulary and concepts 
for this theme. Challenge children and young people to record their paired 
discussions using simple images and phrases such as the ones shown here 10 
Really Cool Mind Mapping Examples | MindMaps Unleashed

At the end of the video Dr David Amos sets a challenge around mining 
objects  (Video timing ref 9.00 with answers at 9.15))

Tables and dark cloth.

Object box

Piece of coal

Century of Change Mines Video 

Meet Dr David Amos 

Powerpoint Starter

Communicate. Building an investigation. 
A discussion and Mind Map.

Resources

Working in groups of four or five, use the Activity Mat to guide children and 
young people through a process to find out what they know, what they think 
they know and what they need to find out about mining, building on what 
they have learnt from watching the film.

Invite children and young people to share their thoughts to plan an 
investigation.
• What do they know for certain?
• What do they think they know?
• How can they check what they know is correct/accurate?
• How can they find out more?

Activity Mat.

Mind Map produced in Activity 1.
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This might lead to stories about family members who worked in the mines, 
objects or artefacts at home, evidence in the landscape, visits to museums or 
sites that used to be mines. They should add to their Mind Map from the film 
to help organise their ideas.

Explore! Sources and interpretations.
Developing our ideas.

Resources

How can the children and young people find out more?

This is an opportunity to look at sources and interpretations. Who might be 
able to help with the investigation?
• Historians like Dr David Amos
• People who used to work in the mines
• People who lived in the mining villages
• Archaeologists
• Archivists
• Museums and library staff.

How else can they find out more?

Which places hold the secrets of the past?
• Internet
• Museums
• Archives
• Historic buildings
• Clues in names, place names, street names etc.

Discuss different sources of information. What are the pros and cons of each. 
This could lead to a discussion around Internet safety.

Activity Map Mines

2 Activity 2. Investigating mines. Handling objects to find out more.

Excite! Object Handling.
Prepare and protect.

Resources

Before you start…
Make sure all the objects are checked against the list at the start and end of 
the session and stored safely until they can be returned to the museum. Pick 
each item out of the box yourself and ask one child to check off items against 
the list.

Object Box - protecting the evidence
We can learn a lot from objects. Objects from museums or libraries can be 
old, delicate, precious so must be handled carefully.

Object Box
Piece of coal
Tags / Motties
Carbolic soap
Snap tin
Clothes a miner might have worn
Helmet
Hi vis overalls
Lamps
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Explore and uncover.
Examining the evidence.

Resources

Now ask children and young people to use their senses to examine objects in 
the box. 

Ask them to look at the objects with new eyes.
• What can they see?
• What can they feel?
• What shapes can they see? 
• Is the object large or small?
• Is it old or new?
• Is it complete or broken?
• What do they think the object is?
• Who might have owned the object?

Other ways to explore the object.

Holding an object carefully, ask children and young people to close their 
eyes. 

What can they feel? What are the shapes? Is the object large or small? What 
are the textures? Is it smooth or rough? Is it whole or broken? What is it made 
from?
What can they hear if they listen carefully?
What can they smell? 
Ask them to open their eyes, what do they see? What are the colours? 
Who might have owned this object? What are the stories it could tell?
Ask them to draw one object and write down or note their observations. They 
may choose to draw the object from different angles.

Object box 

Paper, pens, crayons

What rules do the children and young people think would be helpful in 
protecting the objects in the box?

Working in pairs or threes, ask them to create an instruction page for other 
children and young people who may use the objects. Their instructions can 
be written, or they may use images. Invite them to think about who may need 
to find this information. The children and young people could make a short 
video providing instructions to others.

Expert speaker available from Century of 
Change

Communicate! Our favourite object.
An adjective challenge.

Resources

Working in pairs or threes, ask children and young people to take it in turns 
to describe their favourite object but without giving the name of the object. 
Can others in their group work out which object they are describing from the 
description?

Ask children and young people to choose but not talk about a favourite 
object. Ask them to create a word bank with adjectives to describe their 
object.

Objects from the object box
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Timeline.
A conversation about development.

Resources

Invite children and young people to arrange the objects into a timeline. 
Which objects are the oldest, which are the newest? The discussion and 
conversation children and young people will have, to decide which object 
goes where, will bring about ideas of change and development. It is useful 
to highlight how/why these objects were used and how they have been 
developed over time or rejected for completely new ‘solutions’.

A variation on this activity could be to arrange objects into: most/least useful; 
complex/simple; most/least frequently used; most/least valued.

In Summary.
How do the objects help to answer the enquiry questions?

Resources

What clues do the objects provide about mines in the Sherwood Forest area? 
What other objects might the children and young people find to help them 
with their investigation. Think about:
• People who might have worked in the mines
• What might it have been like to work in the mines
• What impact would a new mine have had on a village
• What might the evidence in villages look like?

What have they learned from their investigation into the objects?

What else would they like to find out?

Involve the children and young people in putting the objects away carefully.

Paper, pens, crayons

3 Activity 3. Why were there so many mines in the Sherwood Forest area?
Using maps to find out more.

Excite! Representing places.
Exploring maps and tracks.

Resources

In this session children and young people act as historians and archaeologists. 
They look at the evidence of mines in the Sherwood Forest area. Recap what 
they have discovered from the objects and/or through watching the film.

Their next task is to look at maps including those from Historic England. 

Ask children and young people to discuss the maps of their local area/a 
local mining area. Ask them to describe how these resources add to their 
understanding of mining and what further questions they bring up.

Download Historic England Map Packs for 
each school 

Historic England can support this session 
and the school can take part in the Heritage 
Schools programme.
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Explore.
Mapping the evidence of today.

Resources

Start by looking at digital maps. 

Find your school on an online map. Ask children and young people how 
they might find the school. How could they find the school without a search 
facility? 

This can lead to a conversation about the features of maps and how they 
developed over time. 

What sort of information is contained within an online map?

What are the functions and features that pupils can use to find out more?

How can they view the map? As a map, as a satellite image or with street 
view?

How do we use maps today? How might people have used maps in the past? 
What might maps have looked like in the past? Why would they be difficult to 
make?

Looking for clues 

When they locate the school, what can they see?

What shape is the school?

What shape are the grounds?

Zoom out. What sort of shapes stand out to pupils? The shapes might be 
formed by lines (roads, rivers or railways), colours (urban, park or farming 
land) or lakes or urban areas. How do we know which is which? This may lead 
to discussions around grids and keys to help us to ‘read’ maps. What about 
direction?

For teachers interested in carrying out further mapping work this video is 
extremely useful in showing how to match and interpret aerial photographs 
and maps. https://vimeo.com/127534905

Can children and young people tell what sort of area the school is in? What is 
around school? Old houses, new houses, green space, something else? Is the 
school in the middle of a town or in the suburbs? What are the features of the 
town/village where they go to school?

Switch from Map to Satellite versions. What are the differences they can see 
now? 

Historic England Map Pack
Access to online map
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Explore and communicate.
Mapping the evidence from a century ago.

Resources

Ask children and young people to look at the maps of mines from 1829 and 
1959. What is similar or different to the online map and what is similar or 
different in each of the two maps.

Share thoughts around the class on why a map might be older or more recent 
than another map.

Ask children and young people to give reasons for their decisions.

The two maps provide evidence that it was easier to mine in the east of the 
region. The deeper mineshafts were only created when the technology was 
available. So much later.

The earlier mines are all to the west of the map. The later mines are to the east. 
The change shows that greater technology was needed to sink the mines in 
the east.

Next share the maps from Historic England. Ask children and young people 
to put the maps in order of:
• Newest to oldest
• Most to least interesting.
• Again, what are the reasons for their choices?

Maps of mines from 1829 to 1959

Map Packs from Historic England

In Summary.
Why maps matter.

Resources

Maps can help us to find out about the past. They provide evidence of the 
types of buildings in our communities at certain times. They show transport 
links also. Simply by overlaying maps we can see how the places where we 
live evolved.
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Excite!
Exploring stories through photographs.

Resources

In this session children and young people will use evidence from people who 
worked in the mines to tell their stories.

Start with a discussion about how we might find out what life was like for the 
miners and even pit ponies working at the coalface. 

We have provided a selection of photographs and etchings in a PowerPoint 
and also available to download.

Ask children and young people to discuss why these photographs were taken 
or etchings created.

What do they represent?

Write down an imagined conversation between the photographer/artist and 
miners. 

Give each group of four or five a set of images and ask them to discuss:
• What do they notice about the photographs? How are they similar or 

different to photographs we look at today? Conversations might be around 
colour, digital, purpose. 

• What do they notice about the  images in the photographs?
• What are the jobs of the people in the photographs?

PowerPoint of photographs
Paper, pens, crayons

4 Activity 4. What was it like to work in the mines?
Using photographs to find out more.

Explore and Communicate.
Poetic imaginings.

Resources

Invite children and young people to choose a photograph, or rotate the 
photographs and ask:

What does it feel like to be in the person in the picture? Invite children and 
young people to imagine they are the person in the photograph. 

Ask them to write as many sentences as they can starting with ‘I feel’.

‘I feel…’

What does the mine look like? Write as many sentences as they can beginning 
with  

‘I see…’

PowerPoint of photographs
Paper, pens, crayons
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What is the atmosphere / environment like? Write as many sentences as they 
can beginning with 

‘It feels like…’ 

When they have completed the sentences, remove  ‘I feel’,  ‘I see’ and ‘It 
feels like...’,  and see if they are left with phrases that can be formed into a 
poem. This activity can be carried out individually, then in small groups, then 
with the whole class, combining and sharing ideas.

Nottingham Trent University (NTU) is very interested in dialect and how 
miners used to speak. They have provided a list of words. Can children 
weave in some of the dialect words provided.

Read a poem or two from Dr David Amos in his book Coal in the Blood. 
Discuss the way these poems are organised (rhyme, rhythm, numbers of 
words or syllables in a line, pattern of syllables, numbers of verses etc.)

Create a group poem using the most evocative phrases generated from 
exploring the photographs.

Miners’ Words sheet

In Summary.
More Poetry Please.

Resources

End the session by sharing more of the poems gathered by Dr David Amos 
in his book Coal in the Blood. Ask children and young people which poem 
they prefer and why, and ask why they think miners chose to write about their 
experiences using poetry.

Sinkers. Photograph reproduced by kind permission of Dr David Amos.
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George Bissill Biography Kate Pattinson 2019 
George Bissill was a local minter and painter
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Excite! What’s in a guide?
Exploring villages.

Resources

This session is about mines but also how miners and their families lived. Look 
at the maps of mining towns and villages in the area.

Claire Hartwell and Chris Matthews have created Guidebooks for villages that 
were part of the Dukeries Coalfield. 

The Guidebooks are aimed at adults but they contain a lot of information. The 
children and young people are going to create a Guidebook for children. 
Share the Guidebooks out and ask them to pick out headings, key vocabulary, 
images and ideas that feature in each guide.

Guides of villages in The Dukeries coalfield

5 Activity 5. What impact did the mines have on the area?
Finding out more using explanatory guides.

Explore.
What do buildings tell us about Mining communities?

Resources

Refer back to the mapping session (or share a few maps). Can children and 
young people find the shapes of the model villages on a digital map?

Look at the Guidebooks provided by Claire Hartwell and Chris Matthews. 
What is the evidence shown here?
• What sort of buildings?
• What might they have been used for?
• Where might they be in the village?

Where are the older houses? Where are the newer houses?

Ask the children and young people to look for buildings that may have been:
• Mines
• Miners cottages
• Social clubs
• Churches
• Allotments

Powerpoint of building features

(Maps)

Communicate.
Match the Maps.

Resources

What do the maps tell children and young people about how people used to 
live?
Where did they live? 
How did they move about? 
What evidence can they find of roads, rivers, canals, railways?
Where did they get their food from? 
What sort of clothes might they wear?
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Communicate and create.
Design a guide for your own village or town. 

Resources

Invite children and young people to list six features of their own village or 
town that would be interesting to children. These might be playgrounds, 
sports centres, old buildings, artworks, whatever they choose to showcase 
the best of their village to other children.

Can they create icons for the different features to put on a map?

Invite children and young people to create a short guide for their own village 
or town using a selection of images - either ‘self drawn’ or copied from online 
images. Invite children and young people to take photographs to send into 
school to add to the guides also.

Maps, Paper, Crayons

In Summary.
A trail and a tale soundtrack.

Resources

Invite children and young people to share their ideas for a trail that would tell 
a story (a ‘tale’) of their own village. Using the guides they have produced 
as a reference, try to create a sequence of phrases to describe features of 
their village. Play some background music that children and young people 
decide is relevant or appropriate for their village and record this sequence 
of sentences over the backing music to produce a final ‘soundtrack’ for their 
village.


